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September 3, 2021 

 

Dear Tennessee Residents, 

The past 18 months have taken a toll on all of us as our lives have been touched by COVID-19 in countless 

ways. Many have lost loved ones, worried about the health and well-being of their children or felt the economic 

impact of the pandemic. Controversies over the most basic public health measures have created uncertainty 

and stalled efforts to control the virus. We long for the time when the pandemic is over. 

As clinicians in Tennessee hospitals, we feel it, too. While the pandemic has impacted us individually, we also 

worry for our patients, many of whom were perfectly healthy just days before contracting the virus but now are 

dependent on ventilators to breathe. We grieve for family members as we watch them say their final good-

byes. We also are frustrated that the simple steps that could greatly reduce the loss of life are not being taken 

by all Tennesseans. 

Currently, the Delta variant is spreading rapidly across our state. Hospitals are quickly running out of beds and 

staff to care for the ill and injured, not just those with COVID-19, but those with injuries, heart attacks and other 

life-threatening conditions. Healthcare providers want to be there in your time of need, but we are asking for 

your help. 

We, the Chief Medical Officers and Chief Nursing Officers of hospitals across the state of Tennessee, are 

banding together in one unified voice to say that vaccination is safe and the most effective way to reduce 

hospitalizations and deaths from COVID-19. We urge all eligible Tennesseans to get a COVID-19 vaccine to 

reduce the spread of the virus and prevent future variants. As more Tennesseans get vaccinated, the number 

of patients needing hospitalization for COVID-19 will go down, allowing more capacity for all patients needing 

life-saving care.  

Please do your part to protect your family, your healthcare team and your community by getting vaccinated and 

wearing a mask in public spaces. Together, we can protect our neighbors and ourselves and ensure 

healthcare services remain available when and where we need them.  

Sincerely, 

Tennessee Hospital CMOs and CNOs 
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Ascension Saint Thomas, Nashville 
Greg James, MD 
Chief Clinical Officer 
 
Michelle Robertson, RN, BSN, MBA 
Chief Operations Officer/Chief Nursing Officer 
 
Ascension Saint Thomas Hospital, Nashville 
Mark Marsden, MD 
Chief Medical Officer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ascension Saint Thomas Hospital Midtown, 
Nashville 
Nicole Schlechter, MD, PhD 
Chief Medical Officer 
 
Ballad Health, Johnson City 
Stephen Combs 
Chief Medical Officer, Medical Services 
 
 
Ballad Health, Johnson City 
Elizabeth Jackson 
Chief Medical Officer, Northwest Market of Ballad 
Health 
 
Ballad Health, Johnson City 
Daniel Lewis 
Chief Medical Officer of Green County & Southern 
Market 
 
Ballad Health, Johnson City 
Mark Patterson 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
 
Ballad Health, Johnson City 
Shari Rajoo 
Vice President & Chief Medical Officer, Population 
Health Services 
 
Ballad Health, Johnson City 
Karen Shelton 
Chief Medical Officer, Northeast Market 
 
Ballad Health, Johnson City 
Amit Vashit 
Chief Clinical Officer 

Ascension Saint Thomas Hickman, Centerville 
Derrick Graves, RN 
Manager of Clinical Operations 
 
 
 
 
Ascension Saint Thomas Rutherford, 
Murfreesboro 
Teresa Collins, MSN, BSN, RN, NEA-BC 
Vice President, Patient Care Services/Chief Nursing 
Officer 
 
Julian P. Yang, MD, MBA 
Chief Medical Officer 
 
Ballad Health, Johnson City 
Patricia Chambers 
Chief Medical Officer Pediatric Services & Southern 
Market of Ballad Health 
 
Ballad Health, Johnson City 
Brian Dawson 
Chief Medical Officer, Southern Market of Ballad 
Health 
 
Ballad Health, Johnson City 
Herb Ladley 
Chief Medical Officer, Northwest Market of Ballad 
Health 
 
Ballad Health, Johnson City 
Matthew Loos 
Vice President, Chief Academic Officer 
 
 
Ballad Health, Johnson City 
Mhroos Peters 
Chief Medical Officer, Northeast Market of Ballad 
Health 
 
Ballad Health, Johnson City 
Clay W. Runnels, MD, MBA, FACHE 
Executive Vice President, Chief Physician Executive 
 
 
Ballad Health, Johnson City 
Lisa Smithgall, PhD, RNC-NIC, NEA-BC, CPNP-PC 
Chief Nurse Executive 
 
Ballad Health, Johnson City 
Mark Wilkson 
Chief Medical Information Officer 
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Bristol Regional Medical Center, Bristol 
Bobbie Murphy, RN, MSN, FAB 
Vice President of Patient Care Services & Chief 
Nursing Officer 
 
Greeneville Community Hospital, Greeneville 
Robin Roberts 
Chief Nursing Officer 
 
 
Holston Valley Medical Center & Indian Path 
Community Hospital, Kingsport 
Theresa Trivette 
Chief Nursing Officer 
 
Johnson County Community Hospital, Sycamore 
Shoals Hospital & Unicoi County Hospital  
Cindy Verzi 
Chief Nursing Officer 
 
Woodridge Hospital, Johnson City 
Nikki Vanburen 
Chief Nursing Officer 
 
 
 
 
Baptist Memorial Hospital – Collierville, 
Collierville 
Denise Ferguson 
Chief Nursing Officer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Baptist Memorial Hospital – Union City, Union 
City 
Lori Brown 
Chief Nursing Officer 
 
 
 
 
Blount Memorial Hospital, Maryville 
Harold Naramore 
Chief Medical Officer 
 
Joseph Newsome, RN 
Chief Nursing Officer 
 
 

 
Franklin Woods Community Hospital, Johnson 
City 
Stephanie Cook 
Chief Nursing Officer 
 
Hancock County Hospital & Hawkins County 
Memorial Hospital, Sneedville 
Hunter Hamilton 
Chief Nursing Officer 
 
Johnson City Medical Center, Johnson City 
Morgan May 
Chief Nursing Officer 
 
 
Niswonger Children’s Hospital, Johnson City 
Holly Rinehart 
Chief Nursing Officer 
 
 
Baptist Memorial Health Care Corporation 
Mary Ellen Sumrall 
System Chief Nursing Executive 
 
Nicholas Economides, MD, FACS, MMM, CPE 
Associate Chief Medical Officer, Revenue Cycle 
 
Baptist Memorial Hospital – Memphis, Memphis 
William Cloud 
Chief Medical Officer 
 
Ashley Harris 
Associate chief Medical Officer 
 
Catherine Luchsinger 
Chief Nursing Officer 
 
Baptist Memorial Hospital – Carroll County, 
Huntingdon 
Lee Carter, MD 
Chief of Staff 
 
Kim Sanders, RN, MSN 
Chief of Nursing 
 
CHI Memorial, Chattanooga 
Rhonda Hatfield 
Chief Nursing Officer 
 
Matthew Kodsi 
Chief Medical Officer 
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Claiborne Medical Center, Tazewell 
Jodi Whitaker, RN, BSN, MBA 
Vice President/Chief Nursing Officer 
 
 
 
 
Covenant Health, Knoxville 
Mark W. Browne, MD, MMM, FACPE, CPE 
Senior Vice President and Chief Medical Officer 
 
Debra Honey, MHA, RN, CPHQ, FACHE, CENP, 
FAONL 
Senior Vice President and Chief Nursing Officer 
 
East Tennessee Children’s Hospital, Knoxville 
Ron Phillips 
Vice President Patient Care Services and Chief 
Nursing Officer 
 
Erlanger Medical Center, Chattanooga 
Donald E. Barker, MD 
Interim Chief Medical Officer 
 
Fort Sanders Regional Medical Center, Knoxville 
Lynda Watts, MSN, DNP, RN, NEA-BC 
Vice President/Chief Nursing Officer 
 
Jackson-Madison County General Hospital, 
Jackson 
Teresa Freeman, MSN, MBA, NEA-BC 
Vice President, Chief Nursing Officer & Clinical 
Informatics Officer 
 
LeConte Medical Center, Sevierville 
Carolyn Shipley, MSN, RN, CENP 
Vice President/Chief Nursing Officer 
 
 
 
 
Maury Regional Health, Columbia 
Martin Cheney, MD 
Chief Medical Officer 
 
Methodist Healthcare South Hospital, Memphis 
Amit Prasad, MD, MBA 
Chief Medical Officer 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cookeville Regional Medical Center, Cookeville 
Scott Lethi 
Chief Nursing Officer 
 
Lee Taylor 
Chief Medical Officer 
 
Cumberland Medical Center, Crossville 
Shana Wyatt, BSN, RN 
Chief Nursing Officer 
 
 
 
 
 
Encompass Health Rehabilitation Hospital of 
Franklin, Franklin 
Craig Scott, MD 
Medical Director 
 
Fort Loudoun Medical Center, Lenoir City 
Suzanne Miller, RN, MS 
Vice President/Chief Nursing Officer 
 
Henry County Medical Center, Paris 
Neely Ashby, MSN, RN 
Chief Nursing Officer/Chief Operations Officer 
 
Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital, Memphis 
Hella Ewing, MSM, BSN, RN 
Vice President and Chief Nursing Officer 
 
 
 
LifePoint Health, Nashville 
Christopher Rehm, MD 
Senior Vice President, Chief Medical Officer 
 
Michelle Watson, MSN-RN 
Senior Vice President, Chief Nursing Officer 
 
Maury Regional Medical Center, Columbia 
Deborah Lumpkins, DNP, RN, NEA-BC 
Senior Vice President/Chief Nursing Officer 
 
Methodist Le Bonheur Germantown Hospital, 
Germantown 
Katherine Barnes, MSN(R), RN, NE-BC 
Vice President and Chief Nursing Officer 
 
Cassandra Howard 
Chief Medical Officer 
 



CMOs and CNOs Urge Vaccination Letter, page 5 

 

 
Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare, Memphis 
Barry Gilmore 
Chief Medical Officer 
 
Nikki Polis, PhD, RN 
Senior Vice President and Chief Nursing Executive 
 
 
Methodist North Hospital, Memphis 
Deborah Esmon, MSN, MBA, RN, CENP 
Vice President and Chief Nursing Officer 
 
LaTonya Washington 
Chief Medical Officer 
 
Methodist South Hospital, Memphis 
Inna Makievsky, MSN, MBA, NE-BC, FACHE, CPEP 
Interim Vice President and Interim Chief Nursing 
Officer 
 
Amit Prasad, MD, MBA 
Chief Medical Officer 
 
Monroe Carell Junior Children’s Hospital at 
Vanderbilt, Nashville 
Kathie Krause, MSN, RN, NNP-BC, NEA-BC 
Chief Nursing Officer 
 
Nashville General Hospital at Meharry, Nashville 
DeAnn M. Bullock, MD 
Chief Medical Officer 
 
Parkridge Health System, Chattanooga 
Timothy Grant, MD, MBA, CPE 
Market Chief Medical Officer 
 
Parkridge Medical Center and Parkridge East 
Hospital, Chattanooga 
Robert Magill, MD, SFHM, CLHM 
Acting Chief Medical Officer 
 
Pathways Behavioral Health Services 
Paula Terry, MSN, RN 
Chief Nursing Officer 
 
 
 
 
Riverview Regional Medical Center, Carthage 
Jennifer Holder, RN, BSN, MBA, CPPS 
Chief Nursing Officer 
 
 

 
Methodist Medical Center of Oak Ridge, Oak 
Ridge 
Shaun Clayton, BSN, RN 
Interim CNO Council 
 
Janae Holmes, MSN, RN 
Interim CNO Council 
 
Methodist Olive Branch Hospital, Memphis 
Annelise Jensen, MBA, RN 
Vice President and Chief Nursing Officer 
 
Shailesh Patel 
Chief Medical Officer 
 
Methodist University Hospital, Memphis 
Sandra Alexander, MSN, MBA, RN 
Associate Chief Nursing Officer 
 
Robin Womeodu 
Chief Medical Officer 
 
 
Morristown Hamblen Healthcare System 
Lisa Kelley, DNP, RN, ONC, CPHQ 
Interim, Chief Nursing Officer 
 
 
Parkridge East Hospital, Chattanooga 
Amir Hamad, MHA, BSN 
Chief Nursing Officer 
 
Parkridge Medical Center, Chattanooga 
Deborah Deal, MHA, BSN 
Chief Nurse Executive 
 
Parkwest Medical Center, Knoxville 
Mike Cavacos, MSN, CCCC, CCRN, NE-BC 
Vice President/Chief Nursing Officer 
 
 
Regional One Health, Memphis 
Martin Croce, MD, FACS 
Senior Vice President and Chief Medical Officer 
 
Linda F. Hughlett, RNC, DNP, CNM 
Vice President – Patient Care Services 
 
Rhea Medical Center, Dayton 
Samantha Bryant, RN, MSN 
Chief Nursing Officer 
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Roane Medical Center, Harriman 
Brenda Gray, MSN, RN, CENP 
Vice President/Chief Nursing Officer 
 
Saint Francis Hospital – Memphis, Memphis 
David Schwartz 
Chief Medical Officer, Mid-South Group 
 
 
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, Memphis 
Robin Mutz, MPPM, BSN, RNC, NEA-BC 
Senior Vice President and Chief Nurse Executive 
 
Ellis Neufeld, MD, PhD 
Clinical Director, Physician-in-Chief and Executive 
Vice President 
 
Tennova Healthcare – Cleveland, Cleveland 
Kristina Cherry, PhD, RN, NEA-BC 
Chief Nursing Officer 
 
The University of Tennessee Medical Center, 
Knoxville 
Keith Gray 
Chief Medical Officer 
 
Sandy C. Leake, DNP, RN, NEA-BC 
Senior Vice President and Chief Nursing Officer 
 
TriStar Division 
Bryan Sisk, DNP, MPH, RN, NE-BC, CENP 
Division Chief Nurse Executive 
 
Tama VanDecar, MD 
Division Chief Medical Officer 
 
 
Tristar Horizon Medical Center, Dickson 
Gina Bullington, DNP, MSN, RN, NEA-BC 
Chief Nursing Officer 
 
Matthew Tincher, MD 
Chief Medical Officer 
 
TriStar Southern Hills Medical Center, Nashville 
Sareda Nur, MD 
Chief Medical Officer 
 
Laura Reed, MSN, RN, CCRN, NEA-BC 
Chief Nursing Officer 
 
 
 

 
Saint Francis Hospital – Bartlett, Bartlett 
Jacquelyn Whobrey 
Chief Nursing Officer 
 
Southern Tennessee Regional Health System-
Pulaski, Pulaski 
Libby Ferguson, MSN, RN, CPPS 
Chief Nursing Officer 
 
Sumner Regional Medical Center, Gallatin 
Isabelle Garibaldi, DNP, RN, NEA-BC, CENP, CPPS 
Chief Nursing Officer 
 
Geof Lifferth, MD, FAAEM, FACEP 
Chief Medical Officer 
 
 
Tennova Metro, Knoxville 
Frank J. Beuerlein, MD 
Chief Medical Officer 
 
TriStar Centennial Medical Center, Nashville 
Cyndi Lockyear, CNO, MSN, RN, CENP 
Chief Nursing Officer 
 
Divya Shroff, MD, FHM 
Chief Medical Officer 
 
 
TriStar Hendersonville Medical Center, 
Hendersonville 
Lisa Hochstetler, RN 
Chief Nursing Officer 
 
Christopher Wells, MD, MBA 
Chief Medical Officer 
 
TriStar Skyline Medical Center, Brentwood 
Jennifer Aycock, MSN, RN, CCRN 
Chief Nursing Officer 
 
 
 
 
TriStar StoneCrest Medical Center, Smyrna 
Amy Cason, MSN/MBA, NEA-BC 
Chief Nursing Officer 
 
Prakash Patel, MD 
Chief Medical Officer 
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TriStar Summit Medical Center, Hermitage 
Kevin Hamilton, MD 
Chief Medical Officer 
 
Heather Stafford, MBA, BSN, RN, NE-BC 
Chief Nursing Officer 
 
TrustPoint, Murfreesboro 
Tara Coleman 
Chief Nursing Officer 
 
Beth Goodner 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
Andrew Pierce, Chief Medical Officer 
 
Vanderbilt Adult Hospital, Nashville 
Robin Steaban, MSN, RN 
Chief Nursing Officer 
 
Vanderbilt Bedford County Hospital, Shelbyville 
Angela Malik, DNP, RN, NE-BC, CPHQ 
Chief Nursing Officer 
 
Vanderbilt Tullahoma-Harton Hospital, Tullahoma 
Marilyn Smith, DNP, RN 
Chief Nursing Officer 
 
 
 
Vanderbilt University Medical Center Health 
System, Nashville 
Marilyn Dubree, MSN, RN, NE-BC 
Executive Chief Nursing Officer 
 
 
 
Wayne Medical Center, Waynesboro 
Madora Bevis, RN 
Chief Nursing Officer 
 
West Tennessee Healthcare – Milan Hospital, 
Milan 
Misty Allen, MD 
Chief Medical Officer 
 
Lori Wood, MSN, RN 
Chief Nursing Officer 
 
Williamson Medical Center, Franklin 
Andy Russell, MD, MBA 
Chief Medical Officer 

 
Trousdale Medical Center, Hartsville 
Kelly Anderson 
Interim Chief Nursing Officer 
 
 
 
 
Unity Medical Center, Manchester 
Kenneth Ware, RN, BSN 
Chief Clinical Officer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vanderbilt Ambulatory Operations 
Michele Hasselblad, DNP, RN, NE-BC 
Vice President Adult Ambulatory Nursing 
 
Vanderbilt Behavioral Health, Nashville 
Avni Cirpili, DNP, RN, NEA-BC 
Chief Nursing Officer 
 
Vanderbilt University Medical Center, Nashville 
Paul Sternberg, MD 
Chief Medical Officer, Vanderbilt Medical Group; 
Chief Patient Experience Officer, Vanderbilt 
University Medical Center 
 
Vanderbilt Wilson County Hospital, Lebanon 
Adam Huggins, MD, MMHC 
Associate Chief Medical Officer 
 
Jeanne Yeatman, MBA, MOM, RN, CMTE, EMT 
Chief Nursing Officer 
 
West Tennessee Healthcare 
Tina Prescott, MBA, BSN, RN 
Chief Operating Officer & Chief Nurse Executive 
 
West Tennessee Healthcare Dyersburg Hospital, 
Dyersburg 
Jan Zimmer, RN, MSN 
Chief Nursing Officer 

 


